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Local man with ‘bright’ idea becomes unlikely inventor
by Jacqueline Bon
It was a serendipitous series of events
that led Edward Kovac to become an
inventor.
Kovac came up with the idea when he
went to pick his girls up from ski club at
Boston Mills. It was difficult for him to
locate Karli, 10, a
skier, and Kaitlin,
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12, a snowboarder,
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hour to find the
girls,” he said. “Everyone was in the
same outfits; I decided to put something on them so I could easily identify
them.”
Within three weeks, he found the parts
and put together the first model of what
he called “Lid Lights.” The product uses
two lightweight, water-resistant LED
light strips powered by a 9-volt battery
and comes in seven different colors.
“Safety wasn’t even initially what we
thought of the product, it was for fun,”
Kovac said.
The product attaches to any preexisting
helmet, allowing for customization.
“All the kids were walking up to them
on the ski slopes asking them where they

Call to Arrange
a Personal
Tour

M08 BRECKSVILLE MAN WITH
‘BRIGHT’ IDEA
Karlie, 10, and Kaitlyn, 12, Kovac get
ready for an evening bike ride while adorning their helmets with Lid Lights, which
their father, Edward Kovac invented.
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got them,” he said. In May of 2012, Kovac
decided to patent his invention.
Kovac has been a Brecksville citizen for
10 years, where he works as a residential
real estate appraiser. Although he has had
many ideas over the years, this is his first

ever venture into patenting his ideas.
Kovac sees a lot of versatility in his invention. Lid Lights can also be attached
to bicycle helmets. “If it’s dark out, you
can really see these lights from a great
distance,” he said. They produce a burst of
light that is visible from nearly half a mile
away, depending on the conditions. He
believes Lid Lights are especially utilitarian for bikers in areas without streetlights
or specified bike trails.
Currently most of his sales are directly
from the website, lidlights.com, but in
the future he hopes to expand to other
venues. He sent his sister-in-law in Oregon samples of the product to use on Mt.
Hood. “She said people were going crazy
for them out there,” said Kovac.
“This year we’re hoping to branch out to
a lot of different ski resorts and shops,” he
said. “We are going to head more east toward New York and Vermont to the bigger
slopes.” He also made plans to sell the product locally at Old Station Cycle, Brecksville’s
new bike shop on Chippewa Road.
Kovac sees plenty of room for expansion in the future and is working with
the manufacturer to create custom strips
for multiuse. These strips would increase
versatility for athletes who have separate
helmets for racing and training.
Kovac’s wife, Kristen supports his endeavors. “We’re always thinking of new
ideas,” she said. ∞
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